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I met Dr. Sadik at the Hague International 

Forum Conference on population and wom-
en’s reproductive health. We were just begin-
ning our fight in Congress to restore UNFPA 
funding. 

We had a daunting task before us—restore 
$25 million for UNFPA during a tough budget 
fight in a Congress that equates family plan-
ning with abortion. But using Dr. Sadik’s words 
that, ‘‘population is not someone else’s’’ prob-
lem; it’s a global issue that needs to engage 
every country in the world,’’ we won the fight 
and restored the U.S. contribution to UNFPA. 

This past year we achieved another success 
in Congress, when UNFPA was included in 
the budget at $25 million. But, we still have a 
long way to go. My colleagues and I are still 
working to restore all U.S. funding for inter-
national family planning programs back to its 
1995 levels. It’s far below where we were in 
the 1980’s, but it will be a 20% increase over 
last year. 

This past year, we had more than 120 
Members that understand the link between 
family planning and women’s health. With Dr. 
Sadik at the helm of UNFPA, Congress got 
the message that family planning is vital to the 
fight to save women’s lives. 

Be assured that we will continue Dr. Sadik’s 
fight for women around the world and will work 
with Thoraya Obaid to keep her legacy moving 
forward. 

Dr. Sadik, thank you for your courage, your 
leadership, and your commitment to the 
women of this world. You are an inspiration to 
us all and we will miss your dearly. 
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IN MEMORY OF THE OKLAHOMA 
STATE UNIVERSITY TRAGEDY 

HON. WES WATKINS 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, my heart is 
heavy and in pain from the tragedy that struck 
my alma mater—Oklahoma State University, 
located in my hometown of Stillwater, Okla-
homa—on January 27th, 2001. 

A plane carrying members of OSU’s basket-
ball team, athletic department, and sports 
broadcast unit crashed shortly after take-off 
following the OSU men’s basketball game at 
the University of Colorado in Boulder. Ten 
members of the OSU family lost their lives in 
the accident. 

Understandably, in times such as these, one 
could not be blamed for believing that the be-
loved schools of so many had just had a part 
of itself die. We know these 10 men’s families 
have lost their loved ones, and now have an 
aching in their heart that will be long in mend-
ing. One could not be blamed for believing 
that life on God’s earth is often too barren, 
and lonely; that the weight of this burden is 
more than we could possibly endure. 

We are only in the beginning of our grief. 
But deep within our hearts, we humbly know 
God has a better plan than a lasting hurt. May 
God provide a lasting and loving memory of 
the young men who lost their lives. 

Daniel Lawson, student athlete; Nate Flem-
ing, student athlete; Jared Weiberg, student 

manager; Pat Noyes, director of basketball op-
erations; Brian Luinstra, athletic trainer; Will 
Hancock, coordinator of media relations; Ken-
dall Durfey, engineer for the OSU radio net-
work; Bill Teegins, KWTV sports director and 
the voice of OSU football and basketball; and 
two pilots, Denver Mills and Bjorn Falistrom. 
Every one of these individuals was an impor-
tant part of the OSU family. We shall miss 
them dearly, but their memories will live on in 
our hearts. May the spirit from our wonderful 
memories of them grant us the grace, peace 
and strength to fulfill their dreams. 

I have a heavy heart—an aching heart—for 
the loved ones of those who lost their lives. 
My prayers and love go out to the families, 
Coach Eddie Sutton and his staff, and the en-
tire OSU family. 

Yes, may God’s love, mercy and grace sus-
tain and strengthen them. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
that each member of the House join me as 
our thoughts and prayers go out to the young 
men’s families, their friends, and to the ex-
tended Oklahoma State University family who 
lost ten loved ones. 
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IN HONOR OF LARRY BERG 

HON. PHIL ENGLISH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, every commu-
nity has a voice. It’s that one person whose 
voice resonates through the neighborhoods, 
asking questions and expressing aloud the 
thoughts of all. 

I rise today to pay tribute to one such voice 
in Butler County, Mr. Larry Berg. He has left 
an indelible mark on this area of western 
Pennsylvania, not only as a radio host, but as 
an active and vital member of the community. 
Upon his retirement, he deserves to be hon-
ored for his outstanding contributions. 

As a 16-year-old freshman at New York Uni-
versity, Larry chose his radio broadcasting 
major simply because it sounded interesting. 
But during the span of the next 53 years, he 
found himself working in places such as Balti-
more, Des Moines, St. Louis, New Orleans, El 
Paso and New York. Tired of the gypsy’s life, 
he and his wife decided in 1964 to buy a radio 
station in Butler, Pa.—a town neither of them 
had heard of before. 

And for 36 years, he ably served this com-
munity. On air, he satisfied his listeners by 
asking probing questions, whether he inter-
viewed the star of the high school musical, a 
member of Congress, The Beatles’ Paul 
McCartney or even the King himself, Elvis 
Presley. Larry became a local icon through his 
daily radio talk show. He brought the world to 
our cars and living rooms with his unique gift. 

His hard work and dedication to the people 
of Butler County went well beyond what could 
be heard over the airwaves. Off the air, he 
served as president of many fine organizations 
such as the Butler Rotary Club, the Butler 
County Chamber of Commerce and Tourism, 
and the B’Nai Abraham Synagogue. 

Determined to give back to the community 
that welcomed him with open arms, he also 
served as a board member of Butler Memorial 

Hospital, Visiting Nurses Association of West-
ern PA, Boy Scouts, Salvation Army, 
Lifesteps, Cancer Society, Butler County 
Music and Art Festival, and Butler County Jay-
cees. 

And his efforts have not gone unnoticed. 
He’s been honored by various groups includ-
ing receiving awards such as Junior Man of 
the Year, Pennsylvania’s Most Outstanding 
Radio Program About Cancer and the City of 
Butler’s True Citizen Award. 

Larry is a genuine individual whose open-
ness, honesty and friendliness on and off the 
air paints a clear picture of his love for the 
human species. Those who know him de-
scribe him not only as an exceptional human 
being but a wonderful friend, husband to his 
wife, Judy, father to his three children and 
grandfather of 10. Now as he retires, I wish to 
thank Larry for his years of extraordinary serv-
ice to our community. 

Knowing Larry, I am positive that he is en-
tering retirement in name only. He will con-
tinue to be a positive influence in Butler Coun-
ty and beyond. I wish him the best in the com-
ing years. This may mark the end of his radio 
program, but it is simply life moving on to a 
different frequency. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO RETIRING 
CAPT. CONNIE R. VAN PUTTEN 
OF THE UNION CITY POLICE DE-
PARTMENT FOR OUTSTANDING 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Capt. Connie R. Van Putten upon her 
retirement from the Union City Police Depart-
ment after nearly 36 years of total service to 
the law enforcement profession. 

Captain Van Putten began her career with 
the San Diego Police Department on Novem-
ber 19, 1965, and became the first woman pa-
trol officer with the San Diego Police Depart-
ment on April 15, 1973. She served with dis-
tinction in a variety of assignments and 
venues in her capacity as officer, detective, 
sergeant and Lieutenant. 

She began her career with the Union City 
Police Department on March 21, 1988 at the 
rank of captain and became the first female 
command officer in the Union City Police De-
partment. Captain Van Putten was com-
mander for the Field Operations Division, Ad-
ministrative Services Division, and Records 
and Communication Division. 

During her exemplary tenure at the Union 
City Police Department, Captain Van Putten 
has continuously displayed integrity, diligence 
and faithfulness in executing her duties. She 
has earned the respect and admiration of her 
subordinates, peers, chief executive officer, 
and other law enforcement professionals as 
well as the community of the city of Union 
City. 

In addition to her dedicated service to the 
Union City Police Department, Captain Van 
Putten has been continuously committed to 
assisting youth. She received national recogni-
tion in 1998 for her outstanding service to 
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